
The David Springett Masterclass

Saturday 23rd November 2010
The morning started with a large number of club members eager to see what delights David was going to show them I his Masterclass. David from Rugby is an ex-School teacher who in 1981 took up woodturning for a living.
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David’s Display Table ably tended by his wife, made jaws drop with amazement.
David’s first offering was the “Slope and Cone”.  He started with a blank about 6”X 2” already turned to a cylinder.  He showed how to set out the double-ended cone, using drawings clearly marked with all the dimensions required. At this point David gave us all a tip on dimensioning the work piece.  TIP. (When using the parting tool to dimension the project, always work in the waste area for the first cut, get it to the correct measurement then transfer this to the actual area required.) David showed how he uses the tools that he made for himself, to get the job done easier.  He shaped the double cone and then placed it onto the lower end of a forked sloping platform, (which he had made earlier).  To our amazement it travelled up the slope under its own cognisance.
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The Slope & Cone completed.


Next David Turned a perfect sphere with a diameter of 62mm. Using a jig that he had made himself from readily available off cuts and other easily obtained components.
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The sphere jig(top)

The sphere jig  (showing lathe platform)

He explained in detail how to make the jig, and how to make a platform to mount it onto most lathes.  He also showed how he attached 2 sacrificial spigots of scrap wood to the sphere so that it can be turned between centres for the final shaping.  The spigots were just glued on and then when the work was complete, they were parted off for use on the next sphere.  David then showed how to mark the sphere to give 12 equally spaced points to make a “Harlequin Ball”.  He then showed how to drill out and undercut the marked points to accept the spindles that he had made earlier.

At this point David stopped to give all of us oldies in the audience a chance to get comfortable, (very thoughtful of him).


The next offering from David was an Arrow through a glass Apple.  David used a piece of Lime wood to make the arrow, and explained how to steam the arrowhead for 15mins, then how to compress the head for 3days in a clamp and when it was dry it can be passed through the holes in the apple easily. Once through the apple, the head is placed in boiling water to allow it to expand back to its original dimensions.
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The Harlequin Ball


The Arrow through the glass apple
After making a spiked star inside a cube, and showing how to make the tools required to make it, the morning session came to an end.

All of us then partook of an excellent lunch once again cooked for us by the ladies of the Smith Family. Thanks ladies.

The afternoon session started by David making an off centre lattice design.  Again he showed some special tools that he had made, and some jigs to allow the process to be taken to a much higher level.
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David’s next project was the “Mouse in the Cheese” This was a very nice little project that would appeal to all dads and granddads.  Again David showed the jigs etc that he had made for this project in detail.

After another short break for the oldies, David set our mind reeling by showing how to produce a myriad of different shapes using simple paper and glue joints, there were far too many to relate here. This was followed by a demonstration of elliptical turning.  I am sorry folks, there was so much information imparted to us all in so short a time, that I could not write the notes without missing any of it. You should have been there to be truly amazed at David’s wizardry.  
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Written By. Derek Blake.
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